Oberlin City Council Minutes of the Regular Meeting 3/01//2010-7:30 p.m.

Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
Held on March 1, 2010
7:30 P.M.
1. Council Business
(a.) Call Regular City Council Meeting to Order and Roll Call —7:30 p.m.
A regular meeting of the Oberlin City Council was held on March 1, 2010, in the Council Chambers of
the Oberlin City Hall, located at 85 S. Main Street Oberlin, Ohio. The meeting was called to order at
7:32:11 p.m., by presiding officer Kenneth Sloane.
Roll call was taken as follow:

Members Present: Charles Peterson, Bryan Burgess, Sharon Soucy, Elizabeth Meadows, Scott
Broadwell, Kate Pilacky, Kenneth Sloane.

Others Present: Belinda Anderson, Clerk of Council; Eric Severs, Law Director; Sal Talarico, Finance
Director; Eric Norenberg, City Manager.

(b.) Approval of Minutes — City Council Work Session— January 28, 2010

Motion to approve the January 28, 2010 minutes of the Oberlin City Council Work Session as submitted
was moved by Broadwell seconded by Pilacky.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(c.) Approval of Minutes = Regular City Council Meeting — February 1, 2010

Motion to approve the February 1, 2010 minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting as corrected was
moved by Peterson and seconded by Meadows.

Soucy advised that she would like the record to show that she was absent not tardy as recorded in the
minutes.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
Motion to add two items to the agenda was moved by Peterson, seconded by Broadwell.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
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(d.) Discuss and consider approving the 2010 allocation plan for Oberlin Bed Tax Funds as
recommended by Main Street Oberlin in accordance with their contract.

Meadows and Peterson provided an overview of the selection process. After careful consideration the
committee recommended that funds be allocated to the following projects:

e Juneteenth Oberlin 2010 - $3,000
Oberlin African-American Genealogy and History Group
e Summer 2010 Season Oberlin Summer Theater Festival - $1,500
Oberlin College
e Ballet for Children Summer series - $1,500
Ohio Dance Theatre
e FAVA Summer Exhibitions - $1,000
Firelands Association for the Visual Arts FAVA)
¢ Northern Ohio Hymn Festival 2010 - $1,000
Oberlin College (office of Religious and Spiritual Life
e The Big Parade - $1,000
The Big Parade
e Marketing and Publicity for “Songs for the Season” Concert - $500
Oberlin Chorister
e Credo’s Fifth Annual Tappan Square Concert - $500
Slowik Music Institute (dba Credo)

Shirley R. Johnson asked what the Northern Ohio Hymn Festival was.

David Hill, Pastor of First Church of Oberlin explained that this was an event that brought in choirs and
musical groups from around Northern Ohio, to help people explore a particular aspect of hymnody.

Shirley R. Johnson advised that she just wanted to make sure that public funds were not being used for
religious activities.

Motion to approve funding for the proposed projects was moved by Peterson seconded by Meadows.
Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(e.) Discuss and consider a request from Zion CDC to do a Community Garden at Legion Field.

Members of Council heard a request from Judy Wright executive director of Zion CDC, to consider the
above stated request. Wright voiced concerns with the City’s suggestion to utilize space located at 46
Smith Street due to a gas line located beneath the surface as well as difficulties with getting water to that
area. Wright proposed use of Legion Field to the Open Space Commission who unanimously approved
the proposal, being that Legion Field had not been used in many years. In addition, Zion has met with the
Recreation Commission, the Oberlin Fire Chief, CDC has conducted a resident’s survey, has met with
various City departments, and has met with other community garden activists throughout Lorain County:
to increase their knowledge and support shared efforts in this endeavor. Wright further requested that
Council consider: the removal of Legion Field from the Recreation study (that is already in place) and
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waiving water tapping fees at the site as well. She advised that there is tremendous support from the
community for this project and they were eager to get started.

Discussion covered:

Community Survey
The use of Calvary Baptist Church Parking Lot
Start up funding received from:
= Nordson Corporation Foundation
= The National Campaign against hunger and homelessness
Possible Future Funding potential with Home Depot.

Soucy recommended that they get this launched on a one year trial basis. She felt it would be a benefit to
Zion CDC to take the first year to get the raised garden beds going, test the waters, and allow the City the
additional time to work out the legal aspects on its end.

Wright advised that it would suit Zion CDC well to get this approved on a one year trial basis.

Peterson asked what the total budget would be for the completion of the project. Wright advised that the
total budget would be approximately $96, 438., which could be further reduced by receiving additional
funding from Home Depot.

Peterson asked if community forums would be held in addition to the surveys taken. Wright advised that
they have a community advisory committee who will engage members of the community in the
development of the project as they embark on this one — year trial period.

Sundance, Oberlin resident, said this project had been a community effort from day one. They have been
having meetings with the public since March of 2009. These meetings are well attended by Oberlin
students, interested seniors, Zion CDC Board members and representatives of the community Advisory
Committee.

Burgess hoped the City would provide a water tap for the project as well as a drinking fountain. In
addition Burgess stated that he would like to see the water metered in order to determine the City’s
contribution to this project.

Burgess also asked if it were possible to use the Fire station’s parking lot for parking. Norenberg advised
that the Fire Chief has indicated that parking at the station could not be relied on for the use of this
project, since the parking would be needed for fire fighters reporting for duty and for people using the
new community room.

Sloane reiterated that the parking situation had been settled by use of the Calvary Baptist Church parking
lot. Burgess asked if it would be possible for the City to provide a bridge across Edmunds ditch
somewhere near the property line of the church but still on the property of the fire station - to prevent the
public from having to trudge through the ditch to get to the garden. Sloane advised that the garden would
be given a one year trial period, the bridge could be given further consideration down the road. Norenberg
advised that they would want to check with the City engineer before they make a determination as to
whether or not the bridge would be a possibility.
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Broadwell asked the presenters if they were confident - given the current state of the location — that they
would be able to get a first planting season in. Wright advised that their ability to be successful would be
contingent on when the fire station renovation project would be complete. One of the things that could be
done to help move the project along, would be to have the construction company till the field for them,
before they left. Broadwell asked if they were going to consider raised beds or not?

Sundance, Oberlin resident advised that at the community advisory committee’s last meeting it was
determined that they would try to get in 16 plots, some of which will be raised beds for those who were
differently - abled. Regardless of whether they were going to do raised beds or not it was determined that
the soil would still need to be tilled because they were in a clay environment and if they wanted proper
root development they would need to do some digging down before they could build up. He felt confident
thtat if they could get possession of that field in May they would be able to have the plots installed by June
1%,

Meadows asked if the clay soil would need to be conditioned in order to promote the growing. Sundance
advised that the soil would need to be amended in a number of different ways; because it is clay it has
very little nutrient value for what they were trying to grow. It would be necessary to add nutrient
amendments as well as amendments for breaking up the structure of the soil into something that is more
manageable.

Wright advised that if they could get this project to fruition it would be a beautiful opportunity for the
entire City of Oberlin to enjoy a green space that they have never experienced before.

Sloane asked what needed to be done in order to get this trial period started. Law Director Severs advised
that there were two ways that they could precede: they could enter into a lease agreement with Zion CDC
or instead of leasing the property the City could maintain complete ownership and enter into a service
agreement with Zion CDC. The Law Director suggested that if Council wanted to precede at this time a
motion would need to be put forth directing the City Manager and Law Director to prepare whatever
necessary documents in order to permit a one year trial period for the proposed community garden.

Peterson asked when the recreation study would be completed. Norenberg advised that the study would be
completed no later than August at this point. Peterson advised that he would certainly support moving
forward but he would like to hear from the recreation department once the recreation study has been
completed.

Sloane asked if the recreation department had an issue with the one year trial period. Norenberg advised
that the recreation supervisor hadn’t discussed the most recent proposal with him. This had recently been
put before the commission and they seemed to be agreeable to a one year trial period. The department, as
of November, had been very supportive of the gardening concept, but had at the time been approached by
multiple interests for the location and felt that the recreational study would reveal which activity would be
best suited for the field.

Motion to refer the community garden agreement to the Law Director and City Manager for a one year
proposal was moved by Soucy, seconded by Pilacky.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried

(f.) Consider approval of funding for Community Organizations.
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Talarico advised that the subcommittee met in a meeting on February 23", 2010 to discuss funding for
Community Organization. As a result of the meeting, tier groups were established based on guidelines set
by Council in 2004.

The subcommittee recommendations were as follows:

Baseball/Softball Federation - $6,800
Oberlin Early Childhood Center - $23,000
Soccer Program - $2,500

MAD Factory - $2,000

Neighborhood House (Seniors) - $42,500
Oberlin Community Services - $32,000
Oberlin Hot Meals - $2,500

Oberlin Youth Football - $3,500
Juneteenth Oberlin - $3,500

Oberlin Underground Railroad Society - $7,000
Zion Community Development — Pending

Discussion ensued related to the subcommittee’s decision for allocating funds to the various
organizations.

Burgess said the number of residents taking advantage at the Oberlin Community Services had increased
rather dramatically in the last year. He wondered why the requested amount had not been awarded to the
organization.

Talarico advised that the subcommittee hadn’t considered increasing the amount allocated to OCS
because the amount had already been increased by $10,000 in 2009 due to a declining economy. Talarico
advised that the committee recognized the struggles of the Oberlin Community Services, and has
suggested allocating $32,000 as opposed to the $20,000 offered in the previous years.

Burgess advised that the economy continued to decline as the needs increase and moved to amend the
subcommittee’s recommendation to allocate $35,000 to OCS instead of $32,000. The motion was
seconded by Soucy.

Roll Call: 5 Ayes 2 Nays Motion Carried
(Meadows, Peterson)

Discussion ensued related to the subcommittees proposed allocations for community funding. It was
agreed by members of Council to hear from both Zion CDC and Oberlin Underground Railroad Society at
the next meeting prior to approving the requested funding.

Motion authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Oberlin Baseball/Softball Federation
for $6800; MAD Factory for $2000; Oberlin Hot Meals for $2500; Oberlin Youth Football for $3500; and
Juneteenth Oberlin for $3500 was moved by Meadows, seconded by Pilacky.

Mr. Peterson and Mr. Burgess were recused from the discussion related to the Oberlin Early Childhood
Center and the Oberlin Youth Soccer allocations.
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Motion authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Oberlin Early Childhood Center for
$23,000; and Oberlin Youth Soccer for $2500 was moved by Broadwell and seconded by Soucy.

Roll Call: 5 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried

Broadwell was recused from the discussion related to The Neighborhood House (Oberlin Seniors). By
Council’s consent it was agreed to have ordinances drafted for both Oberlin Community Services and the
Neighborhood House.

(9.) Consider adding two properties to the City’s Historic Landmark List: 269 Oak Street owned by
Steven & Katherine Plank and 329 Reamer Place owned by Yolanda Cruz.

Jane Blodgett, Chair of the Historic Preservation Commission and resident at 40 Kendal Drive, provided
an overview of the properties to be added to the City’s Historic Landmark List. The Manning House
owned by the Plank’s was a two — story Vernacular style home built in 1906, while the Holmes House,
owned by Yolanda Cruz was a two — story Colonial Revival style home built in 1921. Information
presented to Council included a description of important Interior and Exterior features, a description of
the Environment and Outbuildings and a summary of the history and significance of the proposed
landmarks. (Additional information related to site specifications and sources of information can be
obtained from the Ohio Historic Inventory report kept on file at the Clerk’s office.)

Burgess asked what the minimum qualifications would be for achieving historic landmark status. Blodgett
advised that the home must be at least fifty years of age, its residential history should include an account
of important people to the City of Oberlin, the state, and/or the federal government. The home should still
have its original architectural features in tact. If a home is designated as a historic landmark then resident
must receive a certificate of appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission in order to make
changes to its exterior.

Motion to add the proposed properties to the City’s Historic Landmark list was moved by Broadwell and
seconded by Soucy.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
2. Any concerns that are not on the agenda may be brought to the attention of Council at this time.

Will McCracken advised that he supported the work of both Zion CDC and OURS. In addition he has
started a community garden at the Boys and Girls Club on Pleasant Street, by going out and seeking
funding elsewhere other than the City. He encouraged both the City and the Community Garden
organizations to consider alternative methods for getting the gardens started and commended everyone for
recent efforts to get this task accomplished.

Shirley R. Johnson asked what the status of the Jazz Center Parking Situation was at this time. Norenberg
advised that the College has appealed the Planning Commissions decision and discussions have ensued
with Key players to come up with a suitable alternative to the proposed angled parking. Those
conversations were still in the works but staff remains optimistic that a solution is near.

Soucy added that she would assume the responsibility, along with Mr. Norenberg, of reporting to the
public on a regular basis as these discussions continued.
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Johnson advised that the public was not satisfied with the Planning Commissions decision for angled
parking and would appreciate receiving the updates.

Severs advised that the College has filed an administrative appeal of the Planning Commissions decision,
which meant that all construction on the angled parking decision has stopped at this time. Severs assured
Ms. Johnson that nothing will be done until it is resolved to the satisfaction of the City. Soucy added that
though no construction could take place negotiations would continue.

Burgess asked if it were still possible for the occupancy permit to be awarded without the parking issue
being resolved. Norenberg advised that the decision would be up to the chief building official.

3. Old Business

None

4. New Business

(A). Ordinance No. 10 - 15 AC CMS - An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a
Contract with Miami Valley International Trucks, Inc., of Cincinnati, Ohio, through the State office of
Purchasing for the Purchase of a 2011 International 7400 Truck Chassis for the Oberlin Public Works

Department and Declaring an Emergency. (1%)(E)

Broadwell moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by
Soucy.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
The Clerk read as directed.
Motion for passage on first reading was moved by Peterson, seconded by Broadwell.

Following introductory remarks City Manager Norenberg turned the discussion over to Public Works
Director, Jeff Baumann.

Burgess asked if the old truck would be decommissioned. Norenberg advised that it would be. Pilacky
asked if the old truck still functioned. Baumann advised that the truck still functioned but City staff
minimized its use of the truck due to the increased maintenance that goes along with its age. The truck
would more than likely be declared surplus through auction.

Motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and elevate the ordinance to an emergency was
moved by Broadwell, seconded by Meadows.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(1%, Emergency)

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(1%, Final)
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(B). Ordinance No. 10 - 16 AC CMS: An Ordinance Approving A Participation Agreement Between the
City of Oberlin, Ohio, and the Ohio Department of Transportation for the Purchase of Sodium Chloride
(Rock Salt) and Declaring an Emergency. (1%)(E)

Soucy moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by
Burgess.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
The clerk read as directed.
Motion for passage on first reading was moved by Burgess, seconded by Soucy.

Norenberg advised that it was time to renew the annual Rock Salt agreement. The participation agreement
with ODOT allowed for collaborative efforts between various communities which resulted in the purchase
of more affordable rock salt. City’s participation in ODOT’s rock salt bid has insulated the City from
reported market prices during the 2008/2009 winter of over $100/ton.

Soucy asked how the City’s budget was impacted by the harsh winter they just experienced, in
comparison to last year. Baumann advised that in terms of salt supply they were doing pretty well and the
budget had minimal impact. He advised that additional time would be needed to determine the winter’s
impact on costs associated with overtime pay.

Burgess asked Baumann if they had ever considered changing from rock salt to a liquid deicer. Baumann
advised that they would need to change out all of their equipment on at least one truck which would result
in significant capital costs. They have begun to look into using a wetting agent that would be applied at
the spreader, the result would be salt that would stick better and bounce less as it hit the pavement. This
unit could be retrofitted to all existing trucks.

Foregoing discussion a motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and elevate the ordinance to
an emergency was moved by Broadwell, seconded by Meadows.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(1%, Emergency)

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
(1%, Final)

5. Other New Business:
None

6. Council Communications:

Soucy - Reports
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Soucy read excerpts of a letter from Martha Wilkins, related to the many accomplishments of her brother
the late William A. Johnston Jr. who was recently recognized by the Oberlin Main Street/Chamber of
Commerce. Soucy noted that a Black History Month display paying tribute to the Oberlin hero would be
in the Main Street/Chamber of Commerce’s street — level window from early February through late
March 2010.

Soucy advised that stimulus money was coming to Oberlin, by way of the refurbishing and rebuilding of
42 affordable housing units in town. The first of those 42 units have already been approved by the
planning commission and will be refitted with green features from energy saving devices to extra
insulation.

Burgess - Upcoming Conference

=  Will be attending a Clean Fuels Conference at the end of the Month.

Kate Pilacky — Open Space Commission

= April 30" will be Arbor Day.
= Meadow Ordinance is being revised.
= Information about invasive species program will be forthcoming

Scott Broadwell - Legislative Rally in Washington D.C

Broadwell provided a general overview of the legislative rally that he attended with OMLPS Director
Steve Dupee. A report was included in Council’s packet from Mr. Dupee. Pamphlets regarding the events
that took place are available as well.

Sloane — Report from the Ohio EPA West Branch Black River

= Correspondence was received related to the water treatment facility’s lime sludge disposal.
= Ohio Department of Transportation. Re-igniting Ohio’s Economic Engine Round Table.

Sloane advised that he would be unable to attend this discussion and hoped that another member
would be able to go. Meadows advised that she would be attending that discussion on the 15™.

= Council Retreat

Sloane felt that the retreat was very worthwhile. He noted that the things that were indicated as
priorities for this Council seemed to all be of a visionary matter.

Soucy advised that the goal of the retreat was to focus on specific goals that they would like this
Council to focus on and in that respect the retreat was very successful. Pilacky advised that the Jazz
Center Parking issue was very much on Council’s mind.

(A). Referrals
(B). Advocacy
(C). Correspondence

City of Oberlin 9 Printed on 4/6/2010



Oberlin City Council Minutes of the Regular Meeting 3/01//2010-7:30 p.m.

(D). Reports
7. City Managers Report:

Retreat - Norenberg

City Manager Norenberg advised that preliminary notes from the retreat were being worked on at this
time. The results of that information will be forthcoming. In the meantime he asked that Council complete
the evaluations related to the retreat and have it back to his office by week’s end.

Tom Januzzi — Court Security Committee.

City Manager Norenberg said the Judge has requested that Council designate a member of Council to
participate on the committee in place of former vice president of Council, Jack Baumann. Soucy
volunteered to serve on that committee.

Transportation Survey- Norenberg

Committee will meet to discuss the results of the transportation survey.

Ohio ICMA conference in Columbus — Norenberq .

Norenberg announced that he would be representing Oberlin as a member of the Board of Directors.

Roll Call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays Motion Carried
8. Finance Director’s Report:

None

9. Public Participation:

Shirley R. Johnson, Oberlin resident felt that it was important to remember that although William A.
Johnston was a fine pilot and Tuskegee airman, he was denied employment (in air) in private employment
after WWII. He was also a member of the Civil Service Commission, eventually worked for the FAA, and

taught many people in Oberlin how to fly.

10. Adjournment: Being that there was no further business to come before Council the meeting
adjourned at 9:36:49 p.m.

Attest:

BELINDA B. ANDERSON, CMC KENNETH SLOANE
CLERK OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
Approved: 04/05/2010 Posted: 04/06/2010
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