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Ken Stoane, Cberlin City Council president, speaks
Saturday at & community update on tha Oberlin
Undarground Ralfroad Centar to be built at the
Gasholder Buliding site in Oboriin.

City proclaims
Underground

Railroad plans
with a boom

Oberlin's Gasholder Building to be
mernorial and education center

Stovs Foparty

The Crhronicle-Talegram

OBERLIN — Saturdsy's
pathering at the historic
Gasholder Buliding w Jer resi-
dents I on the lacest plans for
the long-propased Oberiln
Underground Rallrogd Center
literally ended with a bang,

The single, loud boom from

1on believed wo have

45ed in the American

slutlon, War of 1812 and

_ < Civll Wer wasn't heard untl

most of che crotvd of 100-plus

had departed the grounds of

the 1889 bullding, she of a

long-plarned interpretive bla-
tory center.

Yer It served as a punctua-
ticn mark to a project that will
be g (estament ¢o the cirys
prond tradition of champi-
oning equality and haman
1ighis, &s exempiified by the
wwn's open dafiance of the
1850 Fugiuve Slave Law, the
1858 Obedlia-Wellingon Res-
cus of fugidve slave John Price
from slave carchers and s
well-known role as a haven for
slaves seeking freedom along

the Civil War era’s Under-
@ound Railroed.

The cencer will “define to
Oberlin and ¢he world what it
mesgns to be an American,”
according 1o George Abram,
chal of the Underground
Rallrosd Center [inplementa-
ton Team.

The primary goal of the cen-
s s ro give the cloy someshing
irhes never fiad, & place where
the legacy of the community's
African-American population,
long associared with Oberlin's
“southeast quadrany,” will be
memotialized, displayed, and
celabraced, sald Dadene
Colaso, essistant cly manager.

The slte is also envisioned as
4 spot o be used by commu-
nliy groups, as well as a loca-
tdon for Juneteenth and
Kwanza observances.

Dlscussed (or some years,
the brick Gasholder Buitding
alse knawn as the Round-
house, was used in whe late
1800s to siore manufacasred
coal gas used lor he clry’s Ught
and hest.

See OBEALIN, A2

“Make this be a sacred
place. I don't know
them all by name bur
they came here and
bujlt this town,
Hisrory is living”

Oberlin historlan
Muargaret Chrigtian

STEVE MANHEM / CHRONICLE

Pacpla take & imited tour of the Gasholder Buitding on Saturday at & community

update on tha Qbertin Underground Ralkroad Ca:

Caornat1 Stove Rogarty af 239-7146

bly patlent not to give Up ON o s ooniastcom,

nter.

“The commupity has been  this project,” Colaso said,

bullding and do work on the Struction proposals teady later incredibly willing and ineredi-

Officlals hope to have con-

e i i =
this year or by spring 2011.

and 2

$200,000 congressional ear-

“Make this be a sacred place,” §
Oberlin  historian Masgaret |3
ga back to the eacly 1800s. “1
don't know them afl by name

but they came here and built
An  ms-yer unsnnounced

fundraising campeign  will
in addldonel funds to supple-
ment the §1.117,600 already

pledged via a $317,608 Narth-

east Ohio Areawide Coordinat.
ng Agency great,
mark received {(n 2003. Money
will be used to rehabilitate the
park-and-ride facitity.

hlack farnilies whase local aots
this town. History s Uving.”

From A1

‘Saved from demolition la
1990, it was placed on the
Natlonal Register of Historic
Places in 1998,
Christian sald a5 she spoke of
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